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1.
Rationale for the conference

For many people, an understanding of identity in the Persian Gulf would probably be based on images, clichés and sound-bites received through the media. This partial view of a crucial part of the global network is insufficient to make informed judgements about what might be appropriate for the region in terms of development and architecture. This important conference asks key questions as to what the identity of the Persian Gulf might be, and in particular the tension between specific regional issues and more generalised global pressures. Bringing together academics, practitioners, development agencies and regional representatives, the conference will be a unique opportunity to debate and develop ideas around the topic of identity in the Persian Gulf.

Professor Jeremy Till

Dean of the School of Architecture and the Built Environment, University of Westminster

Now that globalisation is proving to be increasingly influential on architecture in all countries, it becomes ever more vital to understand what is happening across the world. Located between the old geopolitical power centres in the USA/Europe and the rising Asian economies of China and India, the outward-looking cultural and architectural development of Persian Gulf countries has sprung to the top of the current agenda. Numerous leading architects are designing major projects in Persian Gulf nations, especially now that western economies have entered recession. But what exactly will be the result of this activity? Is it a process which will benefit the cultural development of people in the Gulf region or will it just create problematic, unsustainable cities for the future? This international conference at the University of Westminster, organised by the groundbreaking MA in Architecture, Cultural Identity and Globalisation, offers a chance to find out about and debate these urgent issues.
 

Professor Murray Fraser
Coordinator for Postgraduate Studies and Research, Department of Architecture, University of Westminster

The dramatic change of the role of the Persian Gulf region – from being one of the main providers of fuel and energy to one of the major consumers of energy and produced of carbon emissions in the world – has taken place with little critical debate about these transformations. 

The Persian Gulf region, possessing 50% of the world's total oil reserves, has over the past few centuries become a major centre of global attention and conflict. Most of these events, from the 1820s conflicts between British forces and Arab sheikhdoms, through to the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in the early-1990s and the 2003 US and British invasion of Iraq, have had a tremendous environmental and cultural impact in the region.

Extensive recent architectural activity in Persian Gulf countries has been equally dramatic. Indeed, the dominant trend seems to have shifted from supplying fossil fuel to massive amounts of building construction in often brutal urban developments. The culture of “Dubaization” in the region during the past ten years is now ringing alarm bells amongst different professions. A ‘free-for-all’ approach to architectural development has created surreal cities which seem to deny any chance of belonging to a specific place, climate or cultural identity.

The organizers of this conference at the University of Westminster, in conjunction with UN-Habitat, wish to take this opportunity during the global economic downturn to open up the debate, critically and speculatively, about what has been happening in the Persian Gulf region. The aim is to explore historical and contemporary influences, and looks at the development of architecture and urban settlements and their relevance to environmental sustainability and specificity of place. The conference will thus look at the various impacts of globalisation in that region especially in relation to issues of cultural identity, human habitation and ecological building.

2.
Conference format

Contributions are invited from designers, architects, practitioners, teachers, students and all those who are interested in the disciplines of architecture, habitation and urban design. As noted, the presentations will be divided into three topics in order to open up ways of thinking about aspects of cultural identity, human habitation and ecological building. These three themes are:


-   Identity and City

-   Architecture and Settlement

-   Climate and Comfort

3.
Conference dates and location
The two-day conference will be held on 5th-6th October 2009 in the Jarvis Hall of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) at 66 Portland Street, London W1B 1AD, UK. 

4.
Conference Presentation Format 

Selected papers will each be allocated a twenty-minute slot for a verbal presentation accompanied by visual images in the form of Power point data projections, moving films, etc. 

The conference language will be English with French translation.

It is intended that a book based on conference papers will be published after the event. Completed papers of between 3-4,000 words will thus be required in advance of the conference, in a format conforming to a template that will be supplied to the selected authors.

5.
Guidelines for the submission of abstracts

Self-contained abstracts are invited from contributors of between 300-500 words, but no more than that, and which outline the aims, scope and conclusions of the paper. In particular the submitted proposal must:

· state the theme of the proposed paper;

· state the structure of the argument and show how it will be developed;
-
indicate how the evidence and the argument will lead to a useful conclusion;
-
provide a list of five keywords that best describe the subject of the paper. 

Abstracts will be ‘double-blind’ reviewed through a process of peer assessment. Contributors are required to submit a digital document only, with Microsoft Word being the preferred file type. The first page of the proposal should contain the actual abstract, without any indication of who the author(s) happens to be, and the second page must then supply the author(s) name, institutional affiliation, contact details and a condensed 200-word CV.

6.
Conference deadlines

Call for papers:




May 2009 

Submission of abstracts:


30th June 2009
Registration:




May - July 2009

Notification of acceptance of papers:

20th July 2009

Final date for submission of full papers:
             7th September 2009

Submission of visuals for full papers:

21st September 2009
Presentation of papers:



5th & 6th October 2009
7.
Conference programme

Conference Day 1

AM: Celebration of UN World Habitat Day with key speakers from UN-Habitat

PM: Panel 1 – Identity and City
Evening: Reception and private view of exhibition (held at the University of Westminster)
Conference Day 2 
AM: Panel 2 – Architecture and Settlement

PM: Panel 3 – Climate and Comfort

Research prizes and closing ceremony

8.
Conference Registration Fees
The cost for attendance at the conference 120 GBP for two days

75 GBP for one day

5   GBP Students

Early Registration for the conference is advised, (available until £90   2009 September) 

9.
Partners for the conference
UN-HABITAT

UNESCO
Iran Municipalities and Rural Management Organization
Academy of Urbanism, UK
Iranian Academy of Art

City and Rural Research Centre Organization

Municipalities of various Persian Gulf countries

Centre for Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University, USA
American University of Sharjah, UAE

Karashar Parsian International Co.

9.
Further information

Nasser Golzari
Human Habitation Conference (HHC) General Secretary
Room M218
School of Architecture and Built Environment

University of Westminster

35 Marylebone Road

London NW1 5LS 

UK.
Tel: +44(0)20 7911 5067  
Fax: +44(0)20 7911 5171

Email: N.Golzari@westminster.ac.uk, OR hhc@ngarchitects.co.uk
 www.humanhabitation.org
